Volume 3 August, 2019

Fitch Hasbrouck

Next regular meeting, Saturday
September 14, 2019 at the Traverse
Bay Area Intermediate School
District at 880 Parsons Road,
Traverse City, MI.
Rolls Chuck Vernon
Coffee Chuck Vernon
Bring Back No Bring Back
NW Michigan Woodturners Meeting
Notes – 8-10-2019
Convened by President Dave Rife
26 in Attendance. No new guests this
month.

Announcements:
The Traverse City Library has
invited us once again to display our
work during the month of October.
This year, they have asked us to fill
all three (3) of the big glass cases. All
levels and varieties of turning are
needed. We fill the cases on Tuesday,
October 1 at 9:00. Traditionally, our
president has urged us to bring 3 or
more pieces to display, from very
small, to large. Are you a new turner?
We need your turnings too. Several
of our club members came to us after
seeing what we can do. The display
will be up through the end of October,
so if you are a snowbird that leaves
before then, please make
arrangements with Dave or Kris to

pick up and store your pieces until
you return.
Also, and this is important!!! Contact
Owen at by at least the last week in
September with how many pieces you
will be bringing, so he can make the
right number of name plates for the
display. Each piece will have a name
plate in front of it. 231-676-2617
Empty Bowls Coordinator Chuck
Vernon – Donations to Empty Bowls
need to be brought to him at the
October meeting, or be delivered to
the Goodwill Office on South Airport,
Traverse City.
The Ohio Symposium is still looking
for donations of wood, tools, etc. to
support their symposium this year.
Contact Dave Rife if you have
something you would like to donate.
The Christmas Party in October is
again being hosted by Gail and Owen
Toomey at the Little Red Schoolhouse
in Rapid City. You will be getting an
RSVP invitation from Owen. Please
be sure to respond. Gift giving will
again be a turned gift to one of the
ladies who support us in our efforts.
Wig Stands: As announced at the
August meeting, our community
service project of making wig stands
for Munson’s Cowell Cancer Center,
is ongoing. Coordinator Dennis
Ferguson has been notified that ½ of
our initial gift of wig stands have been
given out, and we need to replenish

the supply. Please turn them out, and
bring them to the meetings. If you
need the instructions/dimensions
again, please contact Dennis at
dennis45th@gmail.com .
The Bring Back Raffle:
This month Gary Newman provided
the prize of a rectangular walnut
platter. And wouldn’t you know it,
Dave Rife, our president, won it. We
gotta mix those tickets better ☺.

Show and Share:
John Sheets – Three bowls of spalted
maple, finished with 3 coats of
EasyDo gel poly.

Richard Avram – Spalted birch urn
with carved feet, and color
embellishment using aniline dye.
Also, a tea pot of pear wood and
bloodwood, with gold leaf
embellishment. The handle and spout
was carved.

Fitch Hasbrouck – A pen made with
acrylic casting of spalted maple and
maple leaves.

Jan Bachman – Cedar wig stand,
finished with pink spray paint and
lacquer.
Gary Groulx – Natural edged birch
bowl as an end grain turning. Gary
used black CA glue to disguise the
tension cracks that developed.

BJ Harmon – A cherry lidded goblet.

Steve Alguire – A lidded vessel with
finial of black cherry and walnut ring
insert. The piece was finished with
wipe-on poly.

John Boucher – Four bowls, maple,
walnut, cherry, and natural edged
cherry crotch. On the maple bowl,
John finished with 2 coats of danish
oil and buffed one half to show the
difference buffing makes. The walnut
bowl was finished with just carnuba
wax and buffing. The cherry bowl
was finished with danish oil and
buffed, and the cherry crotch bowl

was finished with danish oil, then
carnuba wax and buffed.
Chris DeCamillis – A large rimmed
platter, turned from kiln-dried maple,
a large cherry bowl, and a spalted
maple bowl finished with shellac and
danish oil. He also brought a drying
demonstration bowl of maple with no
finish. Chris brought this in to show
his method of dessicant drying by
“Moisture Boss”, a renewable
dessicant. Chris had immersed the
bowl in the dessicant for 12 hours.

Dale Kukla – A lidded hollow form
box of maple, and a pedestal bowl of
maple, both finished with “BD Shine
Juice”.

David Watt – A large, red oak bowl,
finished with danish oil.

Club Demonstration:
Fitch Hasbrouck – The Femisphere

Dennis Ferguson – Four bowls of
cherry, embellished with rims and
grooves. All were finished with
Mahoney walnut oil and buffed.

A femisphere is a mathematical
construction that has only one side.
Pick one up and you can verify it
yourself. Fitch, like a few others likes
to push the envelope a bit.

you will be making a temporary glue
bond there.

So, to start making this “mathematical
constructing for yourself, take 2
pieces of dry wood the same size and
thickness. I think Fitch used pieces of
¾ X 2 X 4” about.

Now find the exact center of each
piece and draw a center line on the
sides you will bond to the other. A
“centering rule” is a handy way to
find the center, but any rule will work
as long as you know how to divide by
2. Use a 3 corner file, or sharp knife
to make a small notch at the ends of
your center lines, with the bottom of
the notch directly on the center line.
This is critical.

Fit the 2 sides together with your
temporary bond, aligning the notches
exactly. Fitch used 2-sided turners
tape; you can also use the newspaper
and glue method, or any other method
you know of that will let you separate
these pieces later without breaking
them. If you are using turning tape or
not, put some pressure on the bond
make it tight and secure. Flying apart
while turning kind of ruins the
experience.

What size you choose will determine
what the maximum size of your
femisphere will be. One side of each
piece has to be flat and smooth, as

Mount the blank between centers
using the now diamond shaped
notches. Round out a cylinder of your
preferred size, and make it smooth.
For this demo, Fitch planned a 62
millimeter diameter. From this
diameter, determine the radius (divide
by 2). You need to decide how thick
the center spine of your femisphere is
going to be, and then subtract ½ that
thickness from the radius. As an
example, Fitch used a 62 mm
diameter. The radius would then be
31 mm. He planned a 6 mm spine
thickness, so subtract ½ of that (3
mm) from the radius, giving you a
new radius of 28 mm.

quarter circle, mark ½ the spine radius
you chose.
Find the center of your cylinder
length and draw a pencil line there,
then mark ½ that spine thickness out
each way from that center line.
Now you are ready to start turning to
shape. Fitch made a point of saying
that the best way to cut the curves in
the next step is to move your body
with the cuts.

He, and others, call this “dancing with
the lathe”. Moving your body instead
of just your hands and arms makes it
much easier to get the smooth curves
you need in the next step.

Now make a template. Take that
radius and draw a circle of that radius
with a compass. Quarter the circle,
and cut out the quarter. This is the
template you will use to make your
shape. On each straight limb of the

Using the template you just made, cut
a concave on each side of your spine
line to match the template you made,
stopping at that the mark you made on
each straight limb of the template.

cylinder to the same diameter, again
making the diameter of the drive axis
the same as the spine width. Your
turning must be as close to a perfect
match to your template as possible,
because once you take it off the lathe,
your only way of making corrections
is by sanding or carving. And most
importantly, you glue line has to be in
the exact center of the axis. In the
example above, your end diameter has
to be centered on the glue line so that
there is 3 mm of wood on each side of
the glue line.

Alternate turning each side of the
center to get consistent, smooth arcs,
but turn the tail stock end to final
dimension first to minimize vibration.

Now, carefully round over the center
line of the cylinder to the spine
thickness marks. Time to sand now to
a nice smooth finish.

This will keep the mass of the drive
center end stronger, and provide more
stability. The drive axis of your
turning needs to end up with a
diameter that is the same thickness as
the spine at the end of your template.
Now bring the drive center end of the

Take it off the lathe, and very
carefully split apart the two halves.
After removing the residue of what
ever you used to make the temporary
joint you are ready to re-assemble the
two pieces.

Before the glue sets, make sure this
matches up as closely as possible, and
clamp.

When the glue sets, cut off the ends
at the radius length. Smooth the
joints and the cut ends by sanding.
Twist the pieces 90 degrees to each
other and glue them in place.

Christmas in October will be at the
Little Red School House in Rapid
City on October 20, 2019 2PM
You must bring a turned wrapped
gift for someone’s beautiful wife or
friend of another turner

Library

If you did all this properly, your
femisphere should roll down a slight
incline in a straight line, believe it or
not.

Remember we have three
cabinets to fill at the library this
year. Let’s do a good job and
fill all the cabinets as we have
in the past.
We will meet at the Library on
October 1st at 9:30 AM to fill
the cabinets and remove the
show items on October 31st at
9:30 AM
If you can not make the times
please let me know

