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John Boucher

Next regular meeting, Saturday
March `14 2020 at the Traverse
Bay Area Intermediate School
District at 880 Parsons
Road, Traverse City, MI.
Rolls Chuck Vernon
Coffee Chuck Vernon
Bring Back Dave Rife
Demonstration
Kris Roberts (Finials)

following, the members endorsed
changing the meeting order
permanently, so the
demonstrations can have the main
focus. The demonstration will be
followed by a coffee break, and
then Show and Share, Bring Back
raffle, and the business meeting.
For our newsletter, however, we
will keep, at least this time, the
traditional order.

NW Michigan Woodturners
Meeting Notes, February 8, 2020

Business meeting:

9:00 – Meeting convened by
President Dave Rife

Chuck Whetsel, our webmaster,
discussed upcoming changes in the
web site, and a new function he is
working on (now in Beta testing
with a small group of volunteers).
He said the web site has become
pretty stale and unchanging, and
wants that to change. He asked the
members for suggestions of new
web site content, and received
several suggestions, including:
demonstration announcements,
members gallery, newsletters, and
links to other sources like AAW
and YouTube.

We had no guests today.
President Dave asked the
membership if we could change
the normal meeting order, and start
with the demonstration. He has
noticed in this last year that folks
have been leaving during the
demonstrations for many reasons,
and felt that since our meeting’s
main purpose is to present these
demonstrations, they should be in
the agenda such that all the
members can see the full demo.
The membership present heartily
agreed, so we started with John
Boucher’s demonstration of the
Ring Master machine.
John’s demonstration went well,
and during the business meeting

Chuck also talked about a new part
of the web site that he is working
on, at the suggestion/request of
another member, a club discussion
forum. This forum, now in Beta
testing, will be where members
can post questions and receive
answers, comments, suggestions,
and requests from other club

members. The software for this is
open source and seems pretty
robust. It will be open to members
as soon as he knows it is working
well. It will be a great addition to
our club, providing member
turners with answers and
suggestions from other club
members. It will only be open to
our club members, not the general
public or outside subscribers.
President Dave and Treasurer
Chuck Vernon talked about a
request we have received from the
Industrial Arts teacher, at
Vanderbilt High School, for a
demonstration of woodturning to
his classes. Several members
indicated willingness to take part,
and the Board has sanctioned the
demonstration. Details will be
worked out, and will be reported
back soon.
Veterans Inspiring Veterans –
Dave talked about the group, and
its ongoing mission to support
local veterans. There is a
FaceBook page (VIV) highlighting
the successful first annual art
show. If you haven’t visited yet,
please go and see the photos and
videos of the event. The group is
still active and working toward
future events.

Call for suggestions.

The
Board is asking all members to

contact Board members (Dave,
Jim, Kris, Chuck, Dennis) if they
hear of upcoming events such as
farmers markets, celebrations, art
shows, vendor events, etc., where
the club might be able to provide
woodturning demonstrations. Our
Board has decided to step out
where we can and show the public
what we have to offer. So, please
be looking around for upcoming
events where we could fit in and
show our stuff. Send one of us the
contact info for the event
organizers, and we will take it
from there.
AAW National Symposium – June
4-7, 2020 – Louisville, Kentucky
The AAW again this year is
offering a club discount if 10 or
more club members will be
attending the Symposium. So far,
5 of us have indicated an intention
to attend the symposium. These
symposiums, if you haven’t
attended in the past, are a fantastic
way to see not only what other
turners around the country and
around the world are doing, but
also 28 nationally known turners
from around the world will be
demonstrating and discussing how
they bring various turnings into
being sessions of about 1½ hours.
See the AAW Symposium web
pages and your AAW magazine to
get a closer look at what will be
offered.

So here’s the deal. If another 5 or
more of you are interested in
attending. The registration cost
will be $300 each instead of $325.
If we decide to attend the Saturday
evening banquet ($55 additional
each), there will be a table
reserved just for us. There are also
live and silent auctions going on
throughout as well as a huge
instant gallery of turnings, and a
huge vendor area.
Here’s the rub. In order to attend
demonstration rotations and
banquet, either as an individual or
group, you must be an AAW
member, which now includes the
temporary Guest membership. See
the AAW website on membership
if you are not already, and haven’t
been a member.
We will be discussing this further
at the March meeting, and we must
make our intention known to
AAW by April 1, and the
registration checks must be
submitted by the club organizer by
April 15. So if you are interested,
and can’t be at the March meeting,
please contact Kris at 701-4009160 (cell) or krobdi@gmail.com
soonest.

Upcoming club
demonstrations:
March – Kris Roberts – finials

April – Dave Rife – the skew
chisel
May – Gary Neuman – texturing
June – Darrell DeFoe – mystery so
far, but you have seen his range of
talents.
The rest of the year is open, so
please step up for the upcoming
months to show us what you are
doing in the shop.

Show and Share:

Amadee DeCruydt – Four
Maple bowls, one clear, one
spalted, one warped with an nonskid base for the dog dish, and one
that came apart on the lathe at

velocity. That last one generated a
good discussion of cause, result,
and safety. Amedee says the
missing part in the photo is still
missing somewhere in his shop.

John Boucher – Ring Master
bowls of various woods, and
corian bowls also made with the
Ring Master.

Lyle Jamieson – The finished
window/void vessel he turned in
last month’s demonstration,
finished with danish oil. The 1961
pine bowl/box he turned in his
school shop class.

Fitch Hasbrouck – Two pens
and a commissioned candle holder
he turned from pine cone and
alumalite castings. The candle
holder has a turned maple base in
which Fitch installed battery
powered LED and switch which
lights through the candle holder.
To see how to set up this feature,
look up “tear drop lamp” on
YouTube.

Dennis Ferguson – Five bowls.
Apple with a bark inclusion,
Cherry with a natural edge, Sweet
Cherry orchard wood, Bubinga,
and a spalted box elder. All nicely
finished.

Gary Neuman – Two French
pastry rolling pins on stands. One
of Tatajuba, which Gary says is a
Brazilian cherry. And one of
Wenge and Goncola.

John Sheets - Sweet Cherry
bowl with bark inclusion voids and
a Sweet Cherry lidded box.
Finished with gel poly no doubt.

Mark Andrus – A small

Steve Alguire – A large woven
basket from Ghana which he is
tempted to duplicate in wood. A
hollowed wood ornament (?) he
purchased during his deployment
in Vietnam. He brought that to
share the mystery of how it was
hollowed to such thin wall given
the shape. And lastly, necessity is
the mother of invention. Steve
showed the custom wrench he
made to change out his whole
house water filter.

inverted box of Walnut sap and
heart wood. Mark wasn’t sure of
the wood, but was assured by
several that it is Walnut. Nice
form, Mark.

Dennis Ferguson – One half of
that large root ball burl, of Frasier
fir, from last month. It is solid
(last month it was speculated that
it might have hollows and
inclusions) , and has wonderful
grain. Dennis isn’t sure what he is
going to do with his half, and
received a number of suggestions.
He’s pretty sure there is a bowl in
there somewhere. Just not how
big, and where is it.

Kris Roberts – Two finiallidded boxes. One of Cherry that
was turned as in a somewhat
unique way in a hands-on Dakota
Woodturners Symposium several
years ago. The other is Apple,
which he turned for the Bring
Back Raffle, using the same
technique.

Bring Back Raffle – Finiallided box of Apple by Kris
Roberts. Won by Dave Rife.

Club Demonstration – John
Boucher – The Ring Master Bowl
Maker.
John put on a wonderful
demonstration of this machine

which makes bowls from a flat
board. Given that this machine
and technique is far outside of
your secretary’s experience, John
volunteered to write up his
presentation for me. So, here it is,
in John’s words.
The Ring Master was invented by
a retired carpenter in Tampa,
Florida, named Robert Bebout. It
was patented in 1978 by Bebout
and again in 1983 by John Totten
with corrections to the original
patent application.
The patent described a machine
that is simple to operate, safe, and
insured acceptable results even
from the most humble
woodworker. In the first two years
of production it was only sold into
the educational field. It found wide
acceptance in industrial arts,
special education, and with
mentally and physical challenged
students. It also has found wide
acceptance by institutions for the
blind.
Its claim to fame is being very
efficient with wood. If one board
foot of wood is turned into a bowl
on a traditional lathe, a bowl of 89
cubic inches volume can be made.
On a Ring Master that same
amount of wood can yield a bowl
of over 611 cubic inches. Hence
much less waste. I am of the
opinion that “wood grows on trees
around here” so that is not a
concern to me. That said I do

enjoy using scrap boards to build
bowls. I can build a bowl from a
few feet of 1x2 lumber with it.

A Ring Master is a small machine
deigned to cut concentric rings
from flat board stock.

the maximum this machine can
take.

These rings may cut from the
blank at an angle or with a straight
cut. These concentric rings can be
stacked in various ways to form
bowls, platters, hollow forms,
picture frames and many other
items.
The Ring Master machine consists
of a 1/3 to ½ horse power motor, a
sliding and pivoting cutter
assembly, and a spindle on which
the wood blank is mounted and
spun. The cutter consists of two
high speed steel tool blades held
on each side of the blank as it
spins. The HSS blades are
advanced from each side in order
to cut a ring from the blank. An
index plate locates the cutters at
the correct distance for each
successive cut.
The blank may be wood or a
workable plastic such as Corian,
Acrylic, or any reasonably soft
plastic. A ½ inch hole is drilled in
the center of the blank. The blank
may be trimmed to a circle or cut
into an octagon prior to mounting
on the spindle to facilitate
clearance. A 12” diameter blank is

Once the appropriate number of
rings are cut from one or several
blanks the rings may be glued
together to form the desired object.
Clamping during glue up is
recommended.

Once the glue is dry, the item can
be placed back on the spindle for
final sanding.
Much of the creativity in the Ring
Master process begins in blank
preparation. A laminated blank of
several different woods, colors,
widths, can give lots of ways to
add interest to the finished project.

The placement and orientation of
the rings also gives opportunities
to add interest to the finished
object.
Steps
1. Prepare the blank. From
3/8” to 7/8” thick.
2. Cut blank to 12” or less
square. Drill ½” hole in
center.
3. Cut the corners off of square
to form an octagon or cut
into circle for clearance on
cutter assembly.
4. Measure blank thickness.
Calculate cutting angle.
[See the discussion of angle
below]
5. Mount blank on spindle.
Draw a pencil mark across
face of blank for grain
reference when gluing rings.
6. Adjust the cutters to the
proper angle as determined
by blank thickness. Refer to
tables (shown below) , or
find the cosign of the right
angle triangles, finding the
small angle as referenced by
the thickness, width of cut,
kerf, and a 90 degree base.
In other words, use the
table.
7. Cut the number of rings as
needed.

